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A series of exclusive conversations exploring the following 
'shifts in power' and their impact on leadership in the 21st Century



.
Madurai is the third largest city in Tamil Nadu and is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world going back to the 
3rd century. It is an important industrial and educational hub of 
South Tamil Nadu. The word Madurai is derived from Madhura 
(sweetness) arising out of the divine nectar showered on the city 
by the Hindu god Shiva from his matted locks. 

It was in Madurai, in the year 1921, that Gandhiji adopted the loin 
cloth for the first time as his mode of dress after seeing 
agricultural laborers wearing it. Madurai has a Gandhi Museum 
offering many meaningful activities and visited by the freedom 
fighters every month.

Madurai is built around the Meenakshi Amman Temple, which 
acted as the geographic and ritual center of the ancient city.



‘‘When we center our self all 
confusion ends. I am a soul, a being of power.I 
need to realise the source of power within and 
how to connect with the Supreme Source.’’

DADI RATAN MOHINI,
Joint Chief of Brahma Kumaris

‘‘Today I am here to listen in order to 
improve myself by improving my self-
confidence. If I improve my self-confidence, 
definitely, my power will improve by all 
means.’’

Mr. Ashok Patni
State Convener & Vice Chairman RAJREDCO

 ‘‘Power is the capacity to deliver good, 

obstruct or destroy. The choice is entirely ours. 

The soft power is under the control of our own 

self, not  environmental factors. It is the 

cumulative power of intrinsic values and 

virtues which produce good for humanity.’’ 

Dr Ashok Panagariya
 National President

Indian Academy of Neurology

‘ ‘ We  c a m e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

backgrounds, different communities but there 

was a very common theme of each individual 

wanting to be strong within. Spiritual power is 

connectedness and we are able to manifest 

change for good in the world at large.

Barbara Hannon
Rehabilitation Member ATMA Physician

‘‘Power is to bring change internally 

in the life of others in a positive manner by 

convincing that person to do acts which will 

ultimately be beneficial for them and the 

society at large. That can be done only  through 

love and affection and helping the needy.’’

Mr. Brijesh Gupta 
Chief Commissioner (CCA) Income Tax

‘‘This has reinforced the importance 

of thinking and discussing things like this.  It 

reaffirms something in me. We were with high 

thinkers from Jaipur and there was very good 

communication amongst us.’’

Mr. David Goodman 
Dentist, UK
Trustee, Janki Foundation

‘‘To do good you have to be good - to 

have compassion for other people and a larger 

understanding of what moves them. To 

empathise with them, you have to have a greater 

sense of sympathy and you yourself have to 

align with the rest of the world.’’

Ms. Deepali Pant Joshi
Regional Director Rajasthan

Reserve Bank of India

‘‘There are three powers positively influencing 
the world now: communication, youth and 
women. India has an advantage in all three.’’

Sister Jayanti 
European Director 
Brahma Kumaris

‘‘Power needs to be regulated and controlled 
or it may create more harm to society. Power 
should help society progress and everybody 
should gain out of it.’’

A K Rastogi
Divisional Railway Manager, 
Southern Railways

A.N. Subbiah
Chairman, Sun Industries Group

‘‘For me power is in one word - within. To 

think: what should I do now that is going to 

be the right thing for me and for society? ’’

Anthony Phelips
Strategic Marketing
Consultant, UK

‘‘Power is the ability to do beyond you, the 

ability to influence some change
 which in turn influences thousands, 

probably millions in the future. ’’

Dr. Aravind Srinivasan
Director of Projects 

Aravind Eye Care Systems

‘‘Power is in believing - not only in yourself 

but believing in things that can be done. Self 

confidence and stimulation of your thinking 

are powerful tools that create power.’’

S.V. Arunachalam
MD, Aruna Alloys

‘‘To do good you have to be good - to have 

compassion for other people and a larger 

understanding of what moves them. To 

empathise with them, you have to have a 

greater sense of sympathy and you yourself 

have to align with the rest of the world.’’

Ashok Bakthavathsalam
CEO K.G Hospitals & Information Systems

‘‘India has all the raw materials necessary to 

bring a change of power. Power is on the 

move again and is now coming back to 

Bharat. Spirituality unites and  religion 

divides. We explored the responsibility of 

being custodians of benevolent power’’

Nizar Juma
Initiator FOP Project

Industrialist, Kenya 

Madurai FOP participants and feedback



‘‘The leaders here already understood 

where true power comes from - from the center 

of the self. The discussion was not whether we 

are powerful but how to access that power. I see 

India as a land of hope for the world.’’

Mr. Anthony Phelips
Strategic Marketing

Consultant

‘‘Today I am here to listen in order to 
improve myself by improving my self-
confidence. If I improve my self-confidence, 
definitely, my power will improve by all 
means.’’

Mr. Ashok Patni
State Convener & Vice Chairman RAJREDCO

 ‘‘Power is the capacity to deliver good, 

obstruct or destroy. The choice is entirely ours. 

The soft power is under the control of our own 

self, not  environmental factors. It is the 

cumulative power of intrinsic values and 

virtues which produce good for humanity.’’ 

Dr Ashok Panagariya
 National President

Indian Academy of Neurology

‘ ‘ We  c a m e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

backgrounds, different communities but there 

was a very common theme of each individual 

wanting to be strong within. Spiritual power is 

connectedness and we are able to manifest 

change for good in the world at large.

Barbara Hannon
Rehabilitation Member ATMA Physician

‘‘Power is to bring change internally 

in the life of others in a positive manner by 

convincing that person to do acts which will 

ultimately be beneficial for them and the 

society at large. That can be done only  through 

love and affection and helping the needy.’’

Mr. Brijesh Gupta 
Chief Commissioner (CCA) Income Tax

‘‘This has reinforced the importance 

of thinking and discussing things like this.  It 

reaffirms something in me. We were with high 

thinkers from Jaipur and there was very good 

communication amongst us.’’

Mr. David Goodman 
Dentist, UK
Trustee, Janki Foundation

‘‘Soft power is something that will touch the 
hearts and change the hearts, increasing the 
people's ability to give the best of themselves. 
There is a powerful foundation of goodness 
of spirituality in India. ’

Astrid Magdelene
Specialist Registrar
 Occupational Medicine

‘‘Power is the ethic of elders. 
Soft power is what you can share 

and give to others. ’’

B. Mahesh Bhojraj
Treasurer

Madurai Shikarpur Association

‘‘I would like students to think about using 
their brains for India rather than other 
countries. Technology can be transferred 
from one part of the world to other, but not 
the brain drain.’’

L. Balaji
Founder, Institute of Valuers

 ‘‘The program was very useful in 

gaining insights particularly concerning 
India and the world economy covering 

spiritual and business aspects.’’ 

C. Jagadish Kumar
Managing Director, SfaTec

‘‘Understand yourself better, and then try to 

serve humanity in a better manner. 
The aim of power is to serve others. ’’

C. Rajendran
Commissioner
Customs Dept (Exports)

‘‘I found a new way of spelling power -  

LOVE. When you have a genuine 
concern and love towards anyone, a whole 

lot of transfer of power will happen.’’

Chitra Ganapathy
Managing Director, Kadambavanam Ethnics

‘‘If we understand our self, our original 

sanskars, then we will experience peace, bliss 

and truth in everything. Today I would like to 

be re-born and for the rest of my life I would 

like to be a child.’’

Dr. A. Selvaraj 
CEO, Sri Jeyarekha Industries

‘‘Power is the ability to influence 

ideas and influence people and then their 

reaction to a given situation.’’

Dr. M. Manickam
Vice-Chairman, Shakti Auto



‘‘When we center our self all 
confusion ends. I am a soul, a being of power.I 
need to realise the source of power within and 
how to connect with the Supreme Source.’’

DADI RATAN MOHINI,
Joint Chief of Brahma Kumaris

‘‘The leaders here already understood 

where true power comes from - from the center 

of the self. The discussion was not whether we 

are powerful but how to access that power. I see 

India as a land of hope for the world.’’
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confidence. If I improve my self-confidence, 
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means.’’

Mr. Ashok Patni
State Convener & Vice Chairman RAJREDCO
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connectedness and we are able to manifest 
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‘‘Power is to bring change internally 

in the life of others in a positive manner by 

convincing that person to do acts which will 

ultimately be beneficial for them and the 

society at large. That can be done only  through 

love and affection and helping the needy.’’

Mr. Brijesh Gupta 
Chief Commissioner (CCA) Income Tax

‘‘This has reinforced the importance 

of thinking and discussing things like this.  It 

reaffirms something in me. We were with high 

thinkers from Jaipur and there was very good 

communication amongst us.’’

Mr. David Goodman 
Dentist, UK
Trustee, Janki Foundation

‘‘To do good you have to be good - to 

have compassion for other people and a larger 

understanding of what moves them. To 

empathise with them, you have to have a greater 

sense of sympathy and you yourself have to 

align with the rest of the world.’’

Ms. Deepali Pant Joshi
Regional Director Rajasthan

Reserve Bank of India

‘‘Power is your capacity to influence the 
people around you. It may be like a drop in 
the ocean and yet it can all add up and
bring a tangible difference in the world.’’

Dr. Rohini Sridhar
Chief Operating Officer, Apollo Hospitals

‘‘Real power is the power of selflessness 

and the power of giving and the power of 

love, in developing and helping others. 
We can start in our own street, our 

neighbourhood.’’

Dr. Rekha Shetty
Founder, Minds Power

‘‘The soft power everybody wants is love and 

affection. Sharing of thoughts comes when 

you love the society.’’

K. Sangiah Pandian
Airport Director, Madurai

‘‘Power gives you energy; internal harmony 

gives power. With balanced harmony we will 

be able to have the power to do many things 

and empower others. ’’

Latha Pandiarajan
Director, Ma Foi Strategic Consultants

‘‘We need power to run the “show of life”. 

Without power nothing is possible.’’

M. Rajasekaran 
Karate Master
All India Karate - Do Federation

‘‘We need to talk more about the power 

within ourselves - how to nurture it, take it 

forward and make it useful to others. It is not 

directing people but it is engaging people.’’

Maalan
Director,  Planning & Dev.

New Generation Media Corp.

‘‘Now is the time to reveal the inner powers 

that we posses, we have them, but we have 

forgotten them.’’

Sister Beena
Zonal Co-ordinator
Brahma Kumaris

‘‘The one who has influenced you has 
unleashed your soul. The solutions

 are already within.’

D. Senthil Kumar
Whole Time Director
Shri Ramalinga Mills
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of the self. The discussion was not whether we 

are powerful but how to access that power. I see 
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Mr. Anthony Phelips
Strategic Marketing

Consultant

‘‘Today I am here to listen in order to 
improve myself by improving my self-
confidence. If I improve my self-confidence, 
definitely, my power will improve by all 
means.’’

Mr. Ashok Patni
State Convener & Vice Chairman RAJREDCO

‘ ‘ We  c a m e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

backgrounds, different communities but there 

was a very common theme of each individual 

wanting to be strong within. Spiritual power is 

connectedness and we are able to manifest 

change for good in the world at large.

Barbara Hannon
Rehabilitation Member ATMA Physician
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Trustee, Janki Foundation

‘‘Power means energy. If you are a powerful 
person, not only you are benefitted but you 
also benefit other people. ’’

Marcelo Bulk
Business Consultant, Colombia

‘‘We need power to do good, to do things 

based on higher values founded in 

spirituality, to understand how to take 

responsibility for my own thoughts, 
attitudes, words and actions.’’

 Maureen Goodman
Program Director

Brahma Kumari, UK

‘‘Our role is to reduce conflict and bring 
about peace, amity, brotherhood and love. 
Whenever we come together for good, 
vibrations spread and increase the intensity 
of the future of power dialogue.’’

Naresh Gupta
Former, Election Commissioner
Member Central Administrative Tribunal

 ‘‘Power is affection and love. Knowledge 

is also power. Through affection and 

knowledge we  can definitely make 
a change in this world.’’ 

V. Neethi Mohan
Chairman, Vaigai Chemicals

‘‘Real power will rest on social cognitions. 

This is a paradigm shift in the future of 

power.’’

K. Pandia Rajan
Founder, Ma Foi Strategic Consultants

‘‘Peace is a qualitative energy. It is an inner 

silence filled with the power of truth.It is 

trusting that things will be all right, to 
forget the past and enjoy the present.’’

Pandiamani
Director, Distance Education 

Values Programme Brahma Kumaris

‘‘Power differs from one person to another 

depending upon their attitude, atmosphere 

and environment. You should know your 

inner self.  How you take power depends 
on how powerful you are.’’

Premlatha Panneerselvam
Senior Principal,  Mahatma Schools

‘‘Power to me means freedom of 

choice, being in control, and bringing 
out the best in yourself and others

 around you. ’’

Rajiv S. Jeyabalan
Managing Director, Susee Auto Mobile



‘‘When we center our self all 
confusion ends. I am a soul, a being of power.I 
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‘‘Power is the ability to make people want to 
do what I want to do.’’

Ramkumar V.Executive Director

Shri Govindaraja Mills

‘This dialogue has come at a critical phase 
in my life, where I will be assuming lots of 

responsibilities. I feel God sent me here today 

with all humility, to listen and learn more.’’

Sanjay Jayavarthanavelu
MD, Lakshmi Machine Works Ltd.

 ‘‘What we associate with power is 

very different from what really is a power. This 

was  an eye opener for me. ’’ 

Shobana Ramachandran
Managing Director

TVS Sri Chakkara & TVS Lakshmi Schools

‘‘Power is contentment, where you respond 

to life rather than react, introspect before 

interacting with the world and then move in 

harmony.’’

Subhashini Chandran
Director Woodbriar Group

‘‘We can decrease money power by reducing 

desires. God has provided everything for our 

need but not our greed.  We need to learn to 

be more content with what we have.’’

T.R. Dhinakaran
 Chairman, Shri Ramalinga Mills

‘‘The persons who have powerfully 

influenced you will finally make you
 a very responsible person.

 Responsibility and sharing come 
to mind when I think about power. ’’

Dr. Tamizhachi Thangapandian
Poet & Author.

‘‘Power is the ability to do beyond you, the 
ability to influence some change which in 
turn influences thousands, probably millions 
in the future.’’

Dr. Srinivasan Sundarrajan
Director, National Institute Of Technology

‘‘To be empowered, you also need to be 

enlightened. My journey may have started 

today with attending this program.’’

Dr. Uma Kannan
Chairperson, Thiagarajar College



The Future of Power Dialogue held at the Taj Gateway Hotel drew 40 people from Madurai, Chennai, Coimbatore, the 
surrounding areas and international guests from as far away as Colombia, USA, Scotland, England and Australia.  

Nizar Juma opened the day "India has all the raw materials necessary to bring a change of power. " Following this, Eric 
Larson from the Brahma Kumaris United Nations Office in New York ably guided the participants into a very rich and 
stimulating dialogue, drawing out deep insights into hidden values and their potential in the field of a benevolent style of 
leadership. 

We then heard a message from Dadi Janki sent with a lot of love in DVD: "When we become nyara, detached and unique, 
then we can be pyara, loving, like a lotus. Where there is truth, courage and faith then there is help from God. Then 
whatever we want will happen. We make the impossible, possible."

At the Madurai Chamber of Commerce the next evening, 400 invited guests were treated to a wonderful Bharathnatiyam 
Concert by Archana Sundararajan & Group. During the Talk Show, hosted by Anthony Phelips, Mr Malaan, the Editor of 
New Generation Media, stated "the responsibility of every Indian is to unleash positive thinking and positive energy within 
us .

Marcelo Bulk, a Management Consultant from Colombia, "Though the Dragon has Wings, and the Elephant 
seems to be slow, still the elephant has a long trunk to stretch and will win by the tip of its trunk!"

Sister Jayanti talked about "the collective powers now emerging in the world:  the Power of Communication which has 
empowered the people, the Power of Women and the Power of Youth, whose creative energy can do anything. There is 
also individual personal power, which is the power of positivity of mind."

The Chief Guest, Mr. S. Gurumurthy, Chartered Accountant and Columnist, "We can redefine the concept of power as 
essentially soft power and the hard power as a protective mechanism, then we would be both practical and ideal.  The 
world needs soft power for functioning; it needs hard power as firefighting equipment, in a corner never to be used except in 
an emergency. I am sure that the Brahma Kumaris movement, which being a movement of Shakti and has wider 
acceptability than other movements, can do it. I am sure that those who are guiding the movement would address this 
subtle but balance."

Dr. Rekha Shetty, MD of Minds Power, added "the mind can access as much as 750 volumes of Encyclopedia 
Brittanica. The mind is the Ultimate computer and every child should be helped to use their full bandwidth through 
education." 

Chief Guest
 
S. Gurumurthi 
CA & Corporate Advisor
Chenni

Facilitator 

Erik Larson
UN Representative

New York, USA

Madurai - October 2012





Standing L to R: V. Neethimohan (Chairman,Vaigai Chemicals), D.Senthil Kumar (Director, Sri Ramalinga Mills), Erik 
G.Larson (UN Representative,Brahma Kumaris), C. Rajendran (Commissioner  of Customs, K.Sangiah Pandian 
(Airport Director, Airport Authority of India), Rajiv S.Jayabalan (MD, Susee Auto Mobile), M. Rajasekaran (All India 
Karate–Do Federation), Maalan (Director, New Generation Media Corp), Dr.A.Selvaraj (CEO, Sri Jeyarekha 
Industries), L. Balaji (Founder, Institute of Valuers), A.N. Subbiah (Chairman, Industries Group), B. Mahesh Bhojraj 
(Treasurer, Madurai Shikarpur Association), Astrid Magdelene (Specialist Registrar in Occupational Medicine), T.R. 
Dhinakaran (Chairman, Sri Ramalinga Mills), Dr. M. Manickam (Vice Chairman, Shakti Auto), Maureen Chen (FOP).
Standing Back Row L to R: Sanjay Jayavarthanavelu (MD,Lakshmi Machine Works), V. Ramkumar (Exec Director, 
Sri Govindaraja Mills), Dr. SrinivasanSundarrajan (Director, NIT), Ashok Bhakthavathsalam (CEO, KG Hospitals & 
Information Systems), C. Jagadish Kumar (MD,SfaTec), Marcelo Bulk (Brazilian Business Consultant), Pandiamani 
(Director, Distance Values Education Programme, Brahma Kumaris).
Sitting: Sister Beena (Zonal Co-Ordinator,Brahma Kumaris), Maureen Goodman (Program Director, Brahma 
Kumaris, UK), Dr. Rohini Sridhar (Chief Operating Officer, Apollo Hospitals), Latha Pandiarajan (Director, Ma Foi 
Strategic Consultants), Dr. Tamilachi Thangapandian (Poet & Author), Dr. Rekha Shetty (Founder, Minds Power), 
Nizar Juma (Host of FOP), Dr. Uma Kannan (Chairperson, Thiagarajar College), Subashini Chandran (Director, 
Woodbriar Group), Premlatha Panneerselvam (Senior Principal, Mahatma Schools), Chitra Ganapathy (MD, 
Kadambavanam Ethnics), Shobana Ramachandran (MD, TVS Sri Chakkara & TVS Lakshmi Schools), K. Pandia 
Rajan (Founder, Ma Foi Strategic Consultants), Anthony Phelips (Strategic Marketing Consultant, UK), Dr. Aravind 
Srinivasan (Director-Projects, Aravind Eye Care Systems), Naresh Gupta (Former Election Commissioner, Member 
Central Administrative Tribunal).
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